Subcultures and Dominant Values

Purpose
This assignment asks you to engage in additional outside reading in order to develop supporting material. You will cite at least two credible sources in your essay as you “join the conversation” on a particular issue. In fact, the research you do will become your primary means of invention. 
Topic
Your task is to choose a particular American subculture from our text and research its context, development, and relationship to the culture at large (beyond the reading in the textbook). Questions to consider: What are the elements that define the subculture you have chosen? (Consider fashion, language, activities, physical characteristics, beliefs, and so on.) To what degree does the subculture choose marginalization? What kind of freedoms does the subculture open up within the larger culture? In what ways has the subculture been subsumed by the larger culture and how has the subculture responded?
Writing Prompt
Write a thesis-driven analytical argument of 4-5 pages in which you respond to the following:
How does the subculture you have chosen challenge dominant cultural values and beliefs, and what does this resistance reveal about the dominant culture?
Refer to at least one essay from the assigned readings. You may quote or paraphrase, but your essay needs a balanced discussion of your sources.
You should endeavor to look beyond the obvious. You are not writing a report—an “information dump”—but developing an argument based on research. Focus on offering a reason why you are discussing this topic (rather than a for/against or pro/con type of essay). Finding ideas and examples that challenge your thinking on an issue can generate fascinating essays. Originality counts!
· Use MLA format for all parts of essay (header/page number, heading, citations, Works Cited page)
· Include in-text citations and a Works Cited page
· 100 points / 20% of course grade
 


